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Last Day of December: Banff, 2017 
Dear Ones‚ I had resigned myself
to the company of trees, lively and burdened
by the weight of eight inches of snow,
the sap-cracking cold of thirty below,
lifting their heavy branches even so
into a greening sun — the hill too steep
and littered by windfalls to view
the mule deer that come at noon rest —
but as I stepped out, a bundle of wool,
into the waning day, I saw the young one,
half-grown, folded into the cluster of roots
across the path, patiently waiting out the cold.
Robin Chapman
ROBIN CHAPMAN is the author of nine poetry books, most recently Six True Things 
(Tebot Bach, 2016). She was the recipient of Appalachia’s 2010 Poetry Prize. Her poems 
have appeared recently in Flyway, Poetry East, and Terrain, among other journals.
 
Appalachia_WS2020_FINAL 10.28.19_REV.indd   37 10/28/19   1:39 PM
